Houston County Commissioners Meeting

January 21, 2014
Warner Robins, Georgia

The Houston County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 21, 2014 at the Houston County Annex in Warner Robins, Georgia with Chairman Stalnaker presiding and Commissioners McMichael, Walker, Thomson and Robinson present.  Also present were Director of Administration Barry Holland, Director of Personnel Ken Carter, Fire/HEMA Chief Jimmy Williams, Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar, Houston County District Attorney George Hartwig, Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews, Former Commission Chairman Ned Sanders, Walton and Becky Wood and County Attorney Tom Hall.

Commissioner Thomson led the audience in the Invocation.

Retired Col. Les Arent, USAF, led the audience in the pledge of allegiance and spoke of his military career.  After two years of college and ROTC at the University of Portland, Mr. Arent enlisted in the Air Force in 1960 as an Aviation Cadet.  In 1961 he graduated and also married.  He worked as a navigator and flew missions around the world including during the Vietnam War.  During this time he was able to continue his education and complete his Master’s degree.  He served as both a Deputy Base Commander and then ultimately as Base Commander at Little Rock AFB.  He remarked that we are blessed to live in this great nation and encouraged and challenged today’s youth to complete their education.  Mr. Arent is active in both the Rotary Club and in the Military Officers Association of America.  He commented that Houston County is the best managed county in the state and that the community here needs to continue to support the military.

Chairman Stalnaker recognized the Westfield School varsity football team for winning the 2013 AAA GISA State Football Championship for the first time in the school’s history.  He read a resolution and presented it to head Coach Ronnie Jones on behalf of the team.  Each of the young men present were introduced and congratulated for their achievement.

Chairman Stalnaker also recognized Coach Ronnie Jones for his achievement leading the Westfield squad in a 12-1 season on the way to the State Championship.  He read a resolution commending Coach Jones for this achievement as well as his 21 years as head coach at Westfield.
Motion by Mr. McMichael second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of January 7, 2014.

Chairman Stalnaker presented a resolution commending the Association of County Commissioners of Georgia (ACCG) on their Centennial.  He outlined the ACCG’s 100 year history of service and commitment to all 159 counties in Georgia.

Motion by Mr. Walker and second by acclamation to commend by resolution the Association of County Commissioners of Georgia (ACCG) on the occasion of its Centennial. 
Chairman Stalnaker then recognized both Mr. McMichael and Mr. Walker for their service to ACCG in various capacities over the years.

Motion by Ms. Robinson, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve the setting of qualifying fees for the 2014 General Primary and General Election candidates for County offices as follows:
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Judge of State Court






$3,924.00
Clerk of State Court






$1,815.00

County Commission Chairman, Post 1



$2,495.00

County Commissioner, Post 2




$   360.00

County Board of Education, District 2



$   108.00

County Board of Education, District 4



$   108.00

County Board of Education, Post 6 – At Large     


$   108.00

County Board of Education, District 1 (Special Election)

$   108.00

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to concur with a City of Perry annexation request for all that tract or parcel of land situate, lying and being in Land Lot 183 of the Tenth Land District, Houston County, Georgia, being known and designated as “TRACT A” comprising 1.287 acres, more or less, and also “TRACT B” comprising 22.933 acres, more or less, as shown on a plat of survey dated July 10, 2008, by Scarborough Land Surveys, Inc. of record in Plat Book 72, Page 124, Clerk’s Office, Houston Superior Court.  Said plat and the recorded copy thereof are incorporated herein by reference thereto for all purposes. 
Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the 

disbursement of $281.25 clothing allowance to Major Tommy Jackson as identified in a request from Sheriff Talton dated January 6, 2014.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign the Memorandum of Agreement between Houston County, Warner Robins, Centerville, Perry, Byron, Hawkinsville and Pulaski County that consolidates the 2014 LMIG road projects for each entity in order to secure the best pricing.  Houston County will bid all of the projects for each entity.

Chairman Stalnaker remarked that this will be the second year in which the LMIG roadwork was consolidated amongst the various entities with the addition this year of the City of Byron.  He recognized Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar for his efforts in making the consolidation work.  He remarked that it is a true example of regionalization.  Mr. Dunbar remarked that he has received nothing but positive feedback from all involved.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the surplus of a 2005 Ford Expedition (Maint# 2200) and approve the subsequent transfer of this vehicle to the State of Georgia for continued use in the District Attorney’s office.  The County will no longer be responsible for insurance or maintenance expenses associated with this vehicle.  Chairman Stalnaker is authorized to sign all documents to transfer title of this vehicle to the state.
Chairman Stalnaker recognized District Attorney George Hartwig who explained that the surplus vehicle will remain in his office to be used by his State-paid investigator.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve the emergency purchase of a 2014 Dodge Charger PPV for use in the Detention Center as an inmate transport vehicle from Don Jackson Dodge of Union City, GA in the amount of $23,136.00.  Sheriff Talton will reimburse 100% of the purchase from Inmate Funds.
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve the payment of bills totaling $1,021,702.66.
Chairman Stalnaker then opened the meeting for public comments.
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Mr. Ned Sanders expressed his appreciation and compliments to the Chairman and Board for establishing the protocol that invites active duty or retired military members to lead the Board meetings in the Pledge of Allegiance and speak about their experiences while serving country and community.

Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar briefed the Board on the pending road closures associated with the Hwy 41/Gunn Road project.  Georgia Power will be moving a major transmission line and Gunn Road is too narrow to allow through traffic while the work is being performed.  The closures will begin on Thursday, January 23rd from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and continue until Thursday, February 6th.  While through traffic will be restricted during these hours, residents of the area will be allowed access to their homes.
There being no further public comments, the meeting was continued.
The Chairman then asked for comments from the Commissioners.

Mr. Walker wished Becky Wood a quick recovery from her recent injury.  He recognized Ned Sanders for his long-standing and continued service to the County.
Chairman Stalnaker also recognized Ms. Wood and Mr. Sanders.  He stated that last year and this year were the proudest of his career in the County.  The County’s year-end fiscal audit resulted in another ‘unqualified opinion’, which is the best possible outcome, with no findings, deficiencies or non-compliance issues.  This is the second year in a row that the County has achieved this and Chairman Stalnaker commended all employees, department heads, constitutional officers and elected officials for their continued efforts managing their budgets.  He also remarked that the County currently has no general obligation debt.
Mr. Thomson commented that the Chairman’s leadership on budget matters has been the driving force behind the County’s current financial state.

Mr. McMichael stated that in all his years of reviewing financial audits there is none better than what the County achieved this year.  He also wished Commissioner Walker’s wife Mary well as she goes into surgery next week.
There being no further comments, the meeting was continued.
Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.
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